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REVIEWS. 


The description of the preparation of the field of operation is clear 
and precise. The chapter on instruments is exhaustive, and is rendered 
especially helpful to the general reader by the numerous illustrations. 
We are interested in noting, under the head of sutures, the statement 
that catgut, however carefully it may be prepared, cannot yet be re¬ 
garded as a perfect suture-material from a bacteriological standpoint. 
In view of the contrariety of existing opinions on this subject, the author’s 
dictum must have considerable weight. With some of the statements 
regarding drainage-tubes we are not entirely in accord, being inclined 
to think that the natural deduction from the quoted objections of Dr. 
Welch would be to dispense with them entirely. We believe that the 
time will come when it will seem incredible that drainage through the 
abdominal wound should ever have been regarded as the ideal method. 
The remarks on the inadvisability of irrigation of the cavity, except 
under rare conditions, will now meet with the approval of most ccelioto- 
mists. 

Chapter XL, on the operating-room and its furnishings, is handsomely 
illustrated, and though one may not feel disposed to copy for his own 
use all the appliances described, they certainly combine the important 
qualities of cleanliness and simplicity. 

In the excellent chapter on the aseptic operation we note that the 
author finds the Trendelenburg posture “inconvenient and in the 
majority of cases unnecessary.” While, of course, this is a question of 
individual preference, we are not prepared to admit the force of his ob¬ 
jections thus briefly stated. The testimony of scores of successful oper¬ 
ators who have adopted it cannot be lightly dismissed. Neither does 
the criticism that the elevated posture favors “the Bpreading about 
among the intestines of any fluids that may be present in the pelvis ” 
strike us as being an unanswerable one, since it is assumed that the 
operator has thoroughly protected the intestines from contact with such 
fluids before beginning his manipulations within the pelvis. 

The chapter on post-operative care supplements admirably the one 
which precedes it, and is quite a model of its kind. The same comment 
applies to the succeeding one on private operations. 

The chapter on examinations, though good, belongs more properly 
to a regular text-book on gynecology, while the one on catheteriza¬ 
tion of the ureter interests the expert more than the general reader. 
The transposition of Chapters XVI. and XVII. would render the 
sequence a more natural one. 

The chapters on bacteriological and pathological examinations are 
thoroughly practical. We entirely agree with the writer when he de¬ 
plores the sad waste of valuable anatomical material in this country. 
But, unfortunately, few institutions possess the facilities for pathological 
work of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, even if the surgeons and their 
assistants were imbued with the same scientific ardor, and fewer busy 
operators have the time or inclination for personal investigations. 

We have merely outlined the contents of this attractive little volume, 
which deserves, and ought to secure, a wide circulation. It is written in a 
clear, straightforward manner, and impresses one as a record of personal 
observations and results. Although the criticism may be made that its 
tone is somewhat dogmatic, this element is quite allowable in an author 
who is entitled to speak ex cathedra. It is thoroughly in accord with 
the spirit of modern surgery, and is an admirable exponent of the 
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teachings of an institution the high aim of which is to keep before the 
profession the fact that medicine is a progressive science as well as an 
art. It may be that many experts who glance at this modest work will 
think that they do not need the minute instructions in the details of 
aseptic technique, but we are sure that the general reader will derive 
from its perusal a clearer idea of the factors which lead to success in 
gynecological surgery than he has ever had before. Alter all, the 
best tests of the value of any method are its results, and judged by this 
criterion the author and the hospital in which he received his thorough 
training may be regarded as above any superficial criticism. 


Materia Medica, Pharmacology, and Therapeutics; Inorganic 
Substances. By Charles D. F. Phillips, M.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 
(Edin.), Late Lecturer on Materia Medica and Therapeutics at the West¬ 
minister Hospital Medical School; Late Examiner in the University of 
Edinburgh, etc. Second edition. Pp. xiv., 898. London: J. & A. 
Churchill, 1894. 

This work follows the same plan as did the first edition, which was 
published twelve years ago. Many sections have been extended, and 
others have been added, notably those treating of oxygen, hydrogen 
sulphide, iodoform, mineral waters, chromic, hydrobromic and lactic 
acids. The remedies are not classified, nor indeed is an alphabetical 
order followed. Each chemical is defined, its preparations stated, its 
character and tests, the method of absorption and elimination, its phy¬ 
siological action, both external and internal, and its external and inter¬ 
nal therapeutical action, the various pathological conditions and diseases 
being taken up seriatim; finally the preparations and doses are briefly 
presented. Both pharmncopceial and non-official preparations are dis¬ 
cussed. Covering only the smaller inorganic division of materia 
medica, a bulky volume should contain bui few omissions. A careful 
reading shows that the current literature has been thoroughly studied, 
and in general the best has been presented, British in the greater part, 
American to some extent, and the Continental to a less degree being 
laid under contribution. Omissions of important methods are not very 
common, yet the advantages of the syrup of hydriodic acid over the 
alkaline iodides in ease of administration and effectiveness, the use 
of digestive ferments with the iodides, as popularized by Delavan, should 
have been mentioned. In the treatment of typhoid fever we expected 
to have found stated the great value of chlorine as an intestinal dis¬ 
infectant and a full account of its literature, of which, by the way, the 
best is of British origin. In references to the United States Pharma¬ 
copoeia the author is by no means accurate; for instance, (p. 533) liquor 
barii chloridi is not official in that work, nor, as a matter of fact, is any 
preparation of barium chloride. An occasional unusual expression is 
found ; we willingly admit that the taste of bromine, even when well 
diluted, is unpleasant, but we scarcely believe that it is “ truly horrid” 
(p. 137). The physiological action of remedies is carefully presented. 
Some sections, for instance that upon water, are well rounded out and 
eminently satisfactory. The strongest feature of the book is the thera- 
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peutical application of remedies, generally very complete, usually well 
selected, very infrequently containing obsolete material, occasionally 
somewhat diffuse, but on the whole well digested. In this department 
the journals and year-books have been extensively read. We wish that 
the author had more freely given us his personal experiences at many 
points in the book. As it stands free from many, and to the practitioner 
needless, details, it offers to him a fair presentation of modern knowledge, 
not unduly enthusiastic as to the clinical results to be obtained from this 
or that remedy, nor yet pessimistic as are frequently the utterances of 
many practical physicians. We regard the work as useful to the prac¬ 
titioner who wishes to refresh and enlarge his knowledge, and from 
which he can obtain many new ideas. The book is readable and one 
that will win a place for itself in the esteem of the profession. 

R. W. W. 


Travaux i>*Electroth erapie Gynecologique. Par le Docteur G. 

ArosTOLi, Vice President do la Soci6t6 Franeaisfi d’Electroth^rapie, etc. 

Paris, 1894. 

Contributions to Gynecological Electrotherapy. By Dr. G. 

Apostoli. 

In this work Apostoli has collected the contributions to gynecological 
electrotherapy which have appeared in the various American and for¬ 
eign journals during the past eight years. There is nothing new in this 
compilation to those who have followed the development of the subject 
during the period in question. It is simply a collection in a single lan¬ 
guage of material which has been already published in the French or in 
some other language. There are some who cannot conscientiously regard 
the subject with the same degree of ardor and hopefulness which was 
experienced a few years ago; indeed, we may go further, and say there 
are lew who have the same confidence in this form of therapy which they 
once had. Even the most sanguine enthusiasts speak with less assurance 
of the therapeutic effects of electricity as applied to pelvic and abdomi¬ 
nal disease than they did. What is the cause of this ? Partly that the 
c l a i ms as to the utility of electrical treatment were too extravagant; 
partly, that the armamentarium, to be at all efficient, is too costly and 
complicated ever to be brought into general use; partly that such im¬ 
provements in surgical technique have been developed that radical 
results are possible with far less risk to life than formerly, and with far 
less outlay of time, if net of money, on the part of the patient. 

We have looked through this compilation with considerable care, and 
have read many of the clinical histories of which the work is largely 
composed. Some of the statements (those of the Keiths, for example) 
we believe absolutely truthful and credible. They have narrated cases 
in which fibroid tumors were entirely and permanently cured by electro¬ 
therapy. There are few who have used this means of treatment who 
have had a similarly fortunate experience. It matters little whether 
they be told that they have used the agent improperly or not; they have 
done the best they could and have failed, and the agent is, naturally 
enough, discredited in their eyes. Now, this does not imply that elec- 



BURCKHARDT: ATLAS OF ELECTRIC CYSTOSCOPY. 553 

tricity is useless in pelvic disease, but simply that it cannot supersede 
surgical measures, for the reason that it is uncertain as to the effects pro¬ 
duced. It is distinctly inferior to surgery in many instances in which 
both means have been tried. It would be a great boon to humanity if a 
measure involving no risk to life, painless in application, and certain, or 
nearly certain, to bring relief for the trouble for which it was employed, 
could be found ; but electricity has not as yet answered those conditions, 
though it has been asserted it would. A very useful field is, however, 
open to electricity in the treatment of the minor forms of pelvic disease 
and in the palliative and preparatory treatment, in not a few instances, 
of the more aggravated forms; butApostoli himself concedes, with greater 
frankness than some of his followers, that its scope is more circumscribed 
than he was in the habit of admitting a few years ago. We have no 
sympathy with those who decry electricity as useless or invariably harm¬ 
ful. Such assertions usually come from those who are prejudiced against 
it, and who are either without experience in its use or so biased that 
careful observation of its effects pro and con would hardly be possible. 

We shall welcome from Apostoli, or any other source, any information 
and experience which will demonstrate conclusively that it has latent vir¬ 
tues which have not yet been discovered ; but until then we can see no 
possibility of its holding any position but a subordinate one to surgery. 

A. F. C. 


Atlas of Electric Cystoscopy. By Dr. Emil Burckhardt, of Basel, 

and E. Hurry Feitwick, F.R.C.S. Eng. London: J. & A. Churchill. 

Cystoscopy has in reality scarcely yet attained to its puberty, as the 
instrument of Nitze and Leiter was presented to the Vienna Society of 
Physicians but fourteen years ago. *In view of its tender years, as com¬ 
pared with the advanced age of the sounding process, it seems scarcely 
proper to expect it to conjure marvels, and eminently improper to con¬ 
demn it because it does not do so. There can be no question that in the 
hands of an expert the cystoscope is an instrument of great value; that 
it has already produced a revolution in vesical pathology; and that by 
its aid we are often enabled to diagnosticate obscure disorders, to con¬ 
tradict preconceived opinions as to the nature of diseases, to form a 
positive prognosis, and to outline a rational treatment. It is quite true 
that an examination, to afford information, must be made with a degree 
of dexterity to attain which requires long and patient practice; in other 
words, must be made by an expert or specialist. The same fact is, how¬ 
ever, true of examinations of the eyes by the ophthalmoscope and of the 
larynx by the laryngoscope, and the difficulty of the procedure does not 
destroy the claims of the process to be a legitimate and often essential 
diagnostic method. 

The plates are masterpieces of art, and will serve a valuable purpose 
as guides for study and comparison. The plate of renal hamaturia 
shows the ureteral orifice of the diseased side vomiting blood as a volcano 
throws up lava. Cystitis is exhibited in all its forms. Vesical tuber¬ 
culosis, tumors, calculi, foreign bodies, fistulae, and ulcers are graphically 
portrayed, 

This book will prove eminently useful, in fact invaluable, to a genito- 



